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Vice Chairman’s foreword

Welcome to the latest edition 
of the Shrewsbury Business 
Chamber Magazine, and I 
hope you will find the articles 
and information within this 
magazine informative as well 
as feeling a little bit of ‘pride’ 
that we work, live and play in 
such a beautiful town? There 
is a lot going on in and around 
Shrewsbury at the moment, 
(despite the national political 
and uneconomic uncertainties, 
Shrewsbury’s economy is holding 
up very well, with some quite 
exciting proposals being given a 
public airing soon, following on 
from the ‘Big Town Plan’, and 
the somewhat controversial car 
parking plans.

Coming up is a review of 
Shropshire Council’s  proposed 
‘High Growth/ Urban Centre’ 
policy option for their Economic 
Development Strategy – which 
is exactly what Shrewsbury 
Business Chamber lobbied for.

Also, comments are sought 
concerning the North West 
Relief Road, with Shropshire 
Council’s Highways Department 
presenting the options in a series 
of roadshows around the town. 
This is part of their package 
emphasised by our MP to a 
Shrewsbury Business Chamber 
delegation who met with him 
again recently, to present to the 
Transport Minister in, we believe, 
December 2017. So please do 
take part.

In the meantime, some well-
known high street names, 
including Hotel Chocolat, Pret a 
Manger and Barbour Outdoor 
Wear, are opening shops in the 
town centre very soon, which will 
complement our superb range of 
Independent retailers – enjoy!

Chamber Christmas Shop Window Competition

Christmas is coming –  enter 
our shop window competition
Although autumn seems hardly upon the rest of us, Christmas has, of course, 
been at the top of the agenda for most retailers for some months. With this in 
mind, it seems a good time to bring to their attention the annual Christmas Shop 
Window Competition, promoted by Shrewsbury Business Chamber and Shropshire 
Newspapers.
Entries are sought for all four categories: Class 1 – Smaller Shops (up to 18’ total 
frontage); Class 2 – Larger Shops (over 18’ total frontage); Class 3 – Florists & 
Hairdressers; and Class 4 – Charity Shops. Entry forms may be downloaded from 
www.shrewsburybusiness.com; the final deadline for entries is early December 
2017, with judging due to take place a few days later - presentation of trophies 
will take place at Hatchers Solicitors, Frankwell.
Last year, the winners of the four categories were: Class 1: Masons Independent 
Financial Advisers; Class 2: Tanners Wines Ltd; Class 3: Hair Forum; and Class 4: 
Salvation Army Care & Share. Overall Winner was Hair Forum. Runners-up in the 
competition were Shoe be Do, Listers the Village, Chanelle Hair Salon and Age UK. 
“The judges had a tough task last year picking the winners,” said Peter Bettis, 
president of Shrewsbury Business Chamber, . “So many people entered the 
competition with displays of high quality… it’s a wonderful way to promote local 
businesses during the festive period, and the high standard of entries made 
judging difficult, with marking very close.”

Town continues 
to prosper...

Kevin Lockwood, Manager
Shrewsbury Shopping Centres

Last year’s winners and runners up of the annual Shrewsbury Business Chamber Christmas 
Shop Window Competition

Entrants for all categories don’t have to be Chamber members to enter the Christmas 
Shop Window Competition - simply check the website www.shrewsburybusiness.
com from mid-November onwards, or subscribe to our mailing list via the website for 
details of this and other Chamber news and events.

Anthony Carr, of 
Shropshire Newspapers, 
and Shrewsbury Business 
Chamber President Peter 
Bettis present the trophy 
for the Christmas Shop 
Window Competition 
Class 3 to Lee Jordan-
Bailey of Hair Forum. 
Hair Forum were also 
overall winners
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Sabrina launches new visitor Shop
Sabrina Boat is getting ready to fully launch their new shop 
located on Roushill Bank in Shrewsbury Town centre this 
month. Named ‘All things Shrewsbury’, the new store with 
be completely Shrewsbury-orientated, offering various 
items from greetings cards, wrapping paper, mugs all the 
way to Shrewsbury Hampers and Umbrellas. As well as 
these products, the new Sabrina store will also be offering 
bike hire, canoe hire, tickets to various events and, of 
course, boat tickets!
Mark Hooper, Office Manager, says: “The new store has 
allowed us to really grow the business and add to the 
visitor experience of Shrewsbury. As well as the shop, the 
new premises also allows us to prepare all of our food 
for the Sabrina evening parties in the new purpose-built 
kitchen, as well as offer a lot more services which were just 
not possible from where we were originally based.”
He adds: “We believe that tourism is extremely important 
to Shrewsbury’s economy, and being involved with the 
Shrewsbury Tourism Association we are always thinking of 
ways to improve the visitor experience.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Launch Evening – Wednesday 25th October
Sabrina will be holding a launch evening at their new 
shop on Wednesday 25th October, between 4pm – 
8.30pm and all are invited to come and take a look at the 
transformation of the new store. Drinks and nibbles will 
be served, and Sabrina staff will be on hand to answer 
any questions on the evening. Other services which the 
new store will offer are free town maps, Duck Food, 
Luggage Storage and, in the near future, the ability to 
book accommodation. Mark Hooper says: ‘If any suppliers 
would like to get in touch - whether they have Shrewsbury 
products, hold events or are accommodation providers 
- we would love to hear from them as we build supplier 
connections for the store. We are already working with 
Stan’s Cycles for bike hire, and Simon Perks who produces 
the Shrewsbury Christmas Baubles. We look forward to 
seeing you all on Wednesday 25th October.”

Iron support for theatre severn at christmas
Theatre Severn are creating both drama and charitable 
donations, using metal props from the British Ironworks, 
based in Oswestry.
Creative teams recently got together to explore ideas 
of how to create funds for Hope House and add drama 
to areas within the theatre. In true theatrical style, the 
theatre wants to install a wishing well, dedicated to 
Hope House. The well will be positioned to greet families 
arriving for their hit Christmas production, Snow White. 
This annual Christmas production lasts from Wednesday 
29th November to Sunday 7th January, and is usually a 
complete sell out!
Other effects and props under consideration for the 
Theatre include seven foot statues of jazz band players, 
intended to provide a much more contemporary 
atmosphere.
British Ironworks also supports The Foundry Restaurant, 
situated on the third floor of the venue.

Back l-r: Marian Crosland, Grant Wilson, Sophia Knowles (British 
Ironwork Centre), and David Jack. Front l to r: Ben Knowles (British 

Ironwork Centre), Beki Poole and Olivia Hewings
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To celebrate the 10th anniversary of its partnership with 
Shropshire Council, Veolia - the recycling and waste 
contractor for the county - has announced a brand new 
campaign to offer thousands of pounds in support of 
local community groups who do their bit to improve or 
protect the environment.
The Make a Difference scheme is looking to support up 
to 30 groups or societies with gifts of up to £500 to 
help their work in making Shropshire a better place to 
live and visit. Steve Mitchell, Director of Midlands West 
for Veolia, said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for local 
groups to get some much needed funds to aid their work 
in the county. The Make a Difference campaign is our 
way of celebrating 10 years of hard work with Shropshire 
Council.
“We are a very community minded company and are 
always striving to do our part to support local projects 
and ventures. Since taking over the contract in 2007 
residents across the county have increased the recycling 
rate from 37% to 53%; while the amount of non-
recyclable waste going to landfill has decreased by 
80,000 tonnes a year.”
To find out more about the Make a Difference campaign 
or to download an application form please visit www.
veolia.co.uk/Shropshire. 

Members’ news

£15,000 funding 
for local 
community groups

Hatchers Solicitors LLP           @HatchersLLP

Clear and practical advice 
from one of Shropshire’s 
leading law firms.

Services for Business:

• Business law 
• Employment law 
• Dispute resolution 
• Commercial property 
• Agricultural law

Head office 
Welsh Bridge 
1 Frankwell 
Shrewsbury 
Shropshire 
SY3 8JY

T: 01743 248545 
E: mail@hatchers.co.uk 
hatchers.co.uk

Shrewsbury | Harlescott | Whitchurch

Hatchers trainee 
qualifies

Hatchers Solicitors LLP has 
announced that Natasha Worrall 
has qualified as a Solicitor, 
following completion of her 
training contract with the firm. 
Natasha studied Law at Sheffield 
Hallam University before 
completing her LPC in Chester. 
She then moved to Bristol for 
two years, where she worked 
on a legal advice line, before 
moving to a firm in Wells, 

Somerset, to work within their residential department. 
Natasha returned to Shropshire and joined Hatchers in March 
2015, and began her training contract the following year. 
Natasha’s training seats included business and employment, 
dispute resolution, family and commercial property. She is 
now a qualified Solicitor in the firm’s commercial property 
department. Natasha is a keen networker and often attends 
local careers fairs on behalf of the firm. She particularly enjoys 
presenting on the topic of careers in law, offering guidance to 
young people aspiring to enter the profession. 
Val Edwards, head of the firm’s commercial property team, 
commented: “Natasha has shown her commitment and 
professionalism from the outset. We are delighted to announce 
her qualification as a Solicitor within our commercial property 
team as it continues to grow to meet the needs of our clients.”
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If you’ve not yet tried our networking evenings, here’s what 
you’ve missed so far this year... 

Members’ networking

Our most up-to-date calendar of networking events 
can be found on the events page of our website, 
www.shrewsburybusiness.com. Bookings for all 
events can be made via the links to Eventbrite.

Date Event Venue
6pm Wednesday 18th October 

2017
Members’ networking meeting & 

buffet, featuring discussions from a 
panel of speakers in local education

Origins Restaurant, London 
Road

6pm Thursday 16th November 
2017

Members’ networking meeting & 
buffet, featuring a presentation from 

the new leader of Shropshire Council, 
Cllr Peter Nutting

Origins Restaurant, London 
Road

7pm for 7.30pm Thursday 7th 
December 2017

Festive Dinner. Check the website for 
the menu (available in November for 
making your selection via Eventbrite)

Origins Restaurant, London 
Road

6pm Wednesday 17th January 
2018

Members’ networking eve. Speaker(s) 
to be announced

Venue to be confirmed

6pm Wednesday 21st February 
2018

Members’ networking eve. Speaker(s) 
to be announced

Venue to be confirmed

Members’ networking event calendar
Booking for most events is free to all members, 
with a small surcharge to cover administration and 
catering for non-members and guests. We look 
forward to meeting you!

Network in style with the chamber...
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Members’ news

Benefits of an 
investment platform

A record number of staff from a Shropshire law firm have 
been recognised in the latest guide to the UK’s best legal 
specialists. Seventeen of the 38 solicitors from FBC Manby 
Bowdler who are noted in the 2017 edition of the Legal 500 
are based in the firm’s Shrewsbury and Telford offices. Senior 
Partner and planning expert Niall Blackie and Steven Corfield, 
Principal Development Partner for Agricultural Business, 
are two of the firm’s five lawyers who make the elite list of 
Leading Individuals. Both men are the only Shropshire lawyers 
to feature in their sectors. Telford based Planning Associate 
Suzanne Tucker was one of three staff to gain an entry as 
an up and coming Next Generation solicitors. The guide 
recommends an additional 14 Shropshire based members of 
the firm for their work in a variety of areas.
Four departments - commercial litigation, agriculture and 
estates, contentious trusts and probate, and family – received 
top tier rankings. It also received recommendations for 
work in the following areas: corporate and commercial, 
licensing, debt recovery, insolvency and corporate recovery, 
employment, personal injury, charities and not-for-profit, 
personal tax, trusts and probate, commercial property, 
planning and property litigation.

Law firm celebrates 
legal guide mentions

We are a Chartered Financial Planning 
Firm of Independent Financial Advisers 
in Shrewsbury that provides �nancial 
planning and investment advice in 

Shropshire and Mid Wales. 

www.crownwealthmanagement.co.uk

Most of our clients have a unique set of 
circumstances that drives them towards financial 
advice, however, there is usually a shared 
objective – simplicity. This is where an investment 
platform shines. For example, you can view all 
your investments in one place, easily monitor 
performance, and have the same investment portfolio 
across your pension, investments, and ISA.
Another benefit of an investment platform is that 
they can be cost-effective. A lot of clients can be in 
old style contracts with high charges – these have 
damaging effects on performance. It is often always 
cheaper buying funds via an investment platform 
than buying them directly from the fund manager.
Finding the cheapest platform isn’t always a good 
idea, it is important that you are on a platform that 
is most suited to your needs, and the best platform 
for you will depend on the services that you want - 
e.g. how often will you be trading? Most investment 
platforms offer great financial reporting, e.g. 
consolidated tax vouchers – this makes it easier to 
manage your finances. 
Therefore, it is important to see an independent 
financial adviser like Crown Wealth Management, as 
they have access to the whole of the market to make 
the most suitable recommendation.
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CELEBRATIONS FOR HOUSING GROUP
Some very special guests joined celebrations marking 
the first anniversary of a new housing and care group 
for Staffordshire and Shropshire. One-year-olds William, 
Dawson and Marley shared the birthday party fun with 
Housing Plus Group chief executive Sarah Boden. 
Housing Plus Group brought together Severnside Housing 
and South Staffordshire Housing Association in a group 
which also includes Property Plus, Care Plus, Severn Homes 
and AWE. The not-for-profit organisation has become the 
largest housing provider in the area and its acclaimed at 
home care service is about to be extended into Shropshire. 
“I was delighted to share our first birthday with William, 
Dawson and Marley,” said Sarah Boden. “It has been a very 
special year for all of us and like them; we have taken our 
first steps towards a very exciting future.”
Housing Plus Group had plenty of reasons to celebrate. 
In its first year the Group won national awards for its 
repairs and maintenance service and its carers have been 
recognised as some of the best in the country.  Some far-
reaching changes have also taken place, aimed at ensuring 
that customers receive the same quality of service 
wherever they live. In October the Fair Landlord framework 
was launched in Shropshire. Fair Landlord policies have 
helped Property Plus invest £14m annually improving 
homes in Staffordshire, installing 400 new kitchens and 
500 bathrooms each year and carrying out home MOTs on 
every property, a neighbourhood at a time.  
Care Plus, offering retirement living accommodation and 
care and support to people in their own homes, is also 
expanding. This year the care teams provided more than 

1,000 hours of care and support each week, helping 
people to live independently in their own homes. 
“A big highlight of the year has been meeting residents 
moving into newly-built homes for rent and purchase,” 
said Sarah. “There is such a pressing need for new housing 
in our area and I’m pleased that we have already started 
to deliver on our promise to provide more new homes in 
Staffordshire and Shropshire.  “It is important to all of us 
that we are making a difference to people, families and 
communities. We aren’t just handing over the keys to 
a new home, we are changing lives. That is why we are 
marking our first birthday with the launch of a new film 
focussing on the impact of our work. I hope that people 
will take the opportunity to watch this film, full of inspiring 
stories and interviews, on the Building Our Future area of 
the Housing Plus Group website.”

Nearly half a 
century ago, 
a couple met 
while studying 
together at 
Shrewsbury 
College and 
now they 
return to 
the campus 
café on the 
same date 
every year to 

celebrate their romance. Kevin and Elaine Nester (nee Hill) 
both attended Shrewsbury College 45 years ago, where 
they studied A Levels. On 14 September, 1972, in their first 
Sociology class together, it was love at first sight.
Kevin Nester said: “I saw Elaine and I was totally bowled 
over. She was gorgeous and is still just as beautiful today. 
She was handing out brochures and I thought I would never 
stand a chance with such a gorgeous girl – she was really 
out of my league. Later that day when I was looking for my 
allocated locker Elaine spoke to me for the first time about 
lockers - I was far too shy to have spoken to her. From 
then on we started talking. A few days went past and Elaine 
mentioned to me that she wanted to go and see a horror 
film at the cinema in Shrewsbury but her friend wouldn’t 
go with her- this was my chance and I jumped at the 
opportunity to take her.”

After completing their time at the College, now part of 
Shrewsbury Colleges Group, the romance blossomed and 
four years later they were happily married. Mr and Mrs 
Nester went on to work together for 25 years, running 
their successful Shropshire company, Alpha Design 
and Marketing. They have a son together, three adored 
grandsons and have gone back to studying Sociology 
again to see how the subject has changed over the years.
Elaine commented: “We loved our time at the College 
and really enjoy coming back every year to celebrate. It is 
amazing how much the building has changed and how the 
College has developed to enhance students’ experiences. 
Going to the College 
enabled us both to 
become more self-
motivated after being in 
a school environment. 
It gave us confidence 
as we met other 
students from diverse 
backgrounds. We felt 
ready to enter work at 
the end of our studies.
For information on 
A-levels offered by 
Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group, please visit 
www.ssfc.ac.uk.

Members’ news

Couple mark special 45th anniversary 
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Members’ news

Culture Club’s spooky 
breakfast experience

Pipekit, an 
independent pipe 
distributor, based 
in Annscroft, 
Shrewsbury has 
announced its 
new partnership 
with Shrewsbury 
Town in the 
Community, as it 
signs up to the 

charity’s Friends of the Community initiative. Friends of 
the Community, launched in March this year, is designed 
to improve links between Shrewsbury Town in the 
community and local businesses to provide a simple and 
effective way of helping the community.  The scheme has 
attracted a number of supporters including Salop Leisure 
and Dex’s Midnight Runners and each investment - 
£1,000 per annum - goes towards supporting one of the 
Friends of the Community’s current projects.
Pipekit Martyn Rowlands, said: “We signed up to be a 
member of this scheme because we loved the charity’s 
ethos of taking Shrewsbury Town into the heart of the 
community and making a difference. We can’t wait to 
see how our sponsorship is used to make a positive 
contribution, in and around our local area, and am looking 
forward to seeing, first hand, some of the projects and 
events Friends of the Community put on and support”.

Pipekit signs up to 
town’s friends in the 
community programme

Award winners 
for a decade

Yarrington, The Depot, Silkmoor, Frankwell, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY3 8LN

t 01743 234910 e info@yarrington.co.uk w yarrington.co.uk      @yarringtonltd

design / events / video / websites

yarrington.co.uk 
     @yarringtonltd 

#memorableevents

Visitors to a free-to-attend breakfast club in Shrewsbury will 
be treated to spooky tales about witchcraft and superstition at 
its next event close to Halloween. The Culture Club takes place 
at Shrewsbury Museum and is a chance for business owners 
and professionals to meet for exclusive tours of the exhibits. 
The next event will be held 8.30-10am Thursday November 2 
from and will include ghostly tales from guest speaker Robert 
Elliott, as well as an opportunity to explore the museum and 
the latest special exhibition, Samurai: Warriors of Japan.
Shropshire law firm, Lanyon Bowdler, came up with the 
concept of The Culture Club and marketing director, Amanda 
Jones, explained it was ‘networking without the networking’.
“We started The Culture Club as an alternative to networking 
and it has been really well received,” she said. “The principle 
was to create an inspiring environment for like-minded 
professionals to connect with each other and enjoy the museum 
at the same time. We describe it as networking without the 
networking, because it is an informal event with the emphasis 
very much on the museum exhibits and guest speakers rather 
than people pitching to each other. The next event will be 
really interesting as we will be embracing the Halloween spirit 
with spooky tales from Robert Elliott about witchcraft and 
superstition in Shropshire… it’s a good job it’s a breakfast 
meeting so at least it won’t be dark when people leave!”
The quarterly Culture Club includes breakfast; search for ‘The 
Culture Club’ Shrewsbury on www.eventbrite.co.uk for more 
information, and to register.



Morris Lubricants has solution for Merlin 
aircraft engine challenge
Morris Lubricants is experienced at finding solutions to all 
sorts of oil-related challenges presented by customers. The 
Shrewsbury-based company recently made a name for itself 
by supplying its Golden Film SAE 50 Classic Motor Oil for 
a Bristol Hercules engine that has been restored for static 
display by enthusiasts Patrick Smart and Peter Irving in Thirsk, 
Yorkshire. Word quickly spread and Peter Grieve, owner of 
Flight Engineering in Leeds, turned to the company for the 
same oil for his Rolls-Royce Merlin XX engine - and he’s 
delighted with the result. Concerned about the dwindling 
viscosity of the previous oil he had been using in the engine, 
he has found that Golden Film SAE 50 is the closest to what 
was originally specified for use in the engine.
Peter’s Rolls-Royce Merlin XX was one of two engines that 
originally powered a Beaufighter IIF used by the Fighter 
Interception Unit (FIU) at Ford, West Sussex for night-fighting 
techniques. Tragically, the plane crashed into a canal in 
Chichester on September 3, 1941 with the loss of the three 
crew. It had been testing a new airborne interception radar 
when, upon approaching Ford, the pilot could not get one 
undercarriage to lock down and took the aircraft back up 
to 10,000 feet to try to shake it down. Flight Officer D. M. 
Lake lost control of the aircraft at about 8,000 feet and it 
crashed four miles from the airfield. The FIU was manned by 
skilled, experienced pilots who were needed for night-fighter 
operations. Peter dedicated the restoration to the lost crew. 
The wreck, which was embedded 20 feet into the ground, 
was excavated in 1978 and Peter acquired the two engines in 
1994, beginning a slow restoration with help from Robin Byers 

in Carlisle. Originally, he had no intention of running it, but he 
found that the engine had been preserved encased in clay. The 
engine has attended airshows and vintage rallies since 2000, 
running more than 1,500 times.
“I am really happy with the performance of the oil,” said Peter. 
“There has been a 20 per cent improvement in oil pressure, 
giving an additional 10 psi when the engine is at operating 
temperature. It has made a massive difference. I have enough 
running time on it now to have ascertained that the viscosity 
has been predictable. My main criticism of the old oil from 
another supplier was that it tailed off with running hours very 
quickly. Golden Film is well suited to these vintage aero and 
military engines in non-flight applications.”

An application by 
Shrewsbury Town 
Football Club to 
become the first 
English club to to 
have safe standing 
at their ground has 
been welcomed by 
a sponsor. Award-
winning caravan 

and motorhome 
dealership Salop Leisure sponsors the stand where rail 
seating is proposed at the Montgomery Waters Meadow.The 
company, a long-standing club sponsor, has recently agreed 
to continue sponsoring the Salop Leisure stand and has 
introduced new branding in time for the League One season.
“Shrewsbury Town has to listen to its customers and if a safe 
standing area is what the supporters want, we are 100 per 
cent behind it,” said Salop Leisure’s chairman Tony Bywater. 
“The emphasis must be on the safety of supporters. We are 
proud that Shrewsbury Town is the first English club to apply 
for safe standing and delighted that it’s proposed in the stand 
that we sponsor.”
The club hopes to have the rail seats fitted and in use in a 
section of the Salop Leisure Stand before the end of the 2017-
18 season if approved by the English Football League.

Members’ news

Sponsor supports 
Shrewsbury Town’s 
safe standing bid
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Thinking of starting or just started a new business? 
Join the Marches Growth Hub on Wednesday 25th 
October where the Business Solutions Centre will be 
holding a FREE business start-up seminar. 
The event will provide tailored help and support to 
individuals who want to set up and run their own 
successful new business.
The event will cover a variety of topics including:
• Is it right for you? 
• Business planning 
• Legal status and legalities 
• Taxation 
• Next steps
Aimed at individuals thinking of, or just starting a 
potential business, the seminar offers a structured 
approach to identifying opportunities, planning for 
success and ensuring a better chance of survival.
The event will run on Wednesday 25th October, 10am 
until 1pm at the Marches Growth Hub, Shropshire Food 
Enterprise Centre, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Vanguard 
Way, Shrewsbury. SY1 3TG. 
There is no cost to attend, but pre-registration is 
required by using the following link:
http://businesssolutionscentres.co.uk/event/business-
startup-seminar-8/

Free business 
start-up seminar

The new £10 note incorporates enhanced security features, and 
a number of design elements relating to Jane Austen. A portrait 
of the author can be found on the back of the note. This was 
commissioned by James Edward Austen Leigh (Jane Austen’s 
nephew) in 1870, adapted from an original sketch drawn by her 
sister, Cassandra Austen, in 1810.
Next to the portrait is an illustration of Elizabeth Bennet, a 
character from Pride and Prejudice. The quote “I declare after 
all there is no enjoyment like reading!” was said by Miss Bingley 
in Pride and Prejudice. Beneath this image is Godmersham Park 
House, the estate owned by Jane Austen’s brother. The foil image 

over the window is Winchester Cathedral, where Jane Austen was buried in 1817, aged just 41. 2017, the year the 
note is launched, marks the 200th anniversary of her death.
The new £10 note is printed on polymer — a thin and flexible plastic material. It’s around 15% smaller than the 
paper £10 note. On the front of the £10 polymer note (the side with raised print), there are two clusters 
of raised dots in the top left hand corner. This tactile feature helps blind 
and partially sighted people identify the value of the note. 
The polymer £20 will also have a tactile feature, but with a 
different pattern. The polymer £5 will be identifiable as the 
only polymer note without a tactile feature.
You can continue to use the paper £10 note, featuring 
Charles Darwin, until it is withdrawn from circulation in 
Spring 2018. Notice will be given at least 3 months prior to 
the withdrawal date. Genuine Bank of England banknotes that 
have been withdrawn from circulation retain their face value 
for all time and can be exchanged at the Bank of England.

Offices also in Bromyard, Hereford, Ludlow, Oswestry & Telford

info@lblaw.co.uk   www.lblaw.co.uk

Legal services for you 
and your business

To find out more about our services and our pricing  
options, which may include Fixed Fees and Service  

Level Guarantees, please contact us on…

01743 280280
Or find us at Chapter House North, Abbey Lawn,  

Abbey Foregate Shrewsbury, SY2 5DE

Pleased to support 
SHREWSBURY BUSINESS CHAMBER

The new ten pound note



new £5.5 million glamping resort attracts 
20,000 guests in first season
Over 20,000 people have stayed at Shropshire’s new 
£5.5 million caravanning and glamping resort since it 
opened in May and advance booking continue to pour 
in. Although managers of the Love2Stay at Emstrey, 
Shrewsbury were expecting an initial surge of interest, 
they have been overwhelmed by the positive public 
response to the new resort, particularly to the range of 
activities on offer. 
The resort, which aims to raise the bar for quality UK 
holidays, has 124 touring caravan pitches and a village of 
11 luxury glamping lodges opened last month. Each safari 
lodge has its own private hot tub and fire pit. Developed by 
Salop Leisure, the resort offers visitors a luxurious natural 

retreat within 
easy reach 
of the pretty 
market town of 
Shrewsbury. 
“The response 
has been 
absolutely 
phenomenal,” 
said Laura 
Plumridge, who 
manages the 
resort with her 
husband, Geoff. 

“We opened the weekend before Whitsun and the resort 
has been full every weekend since. 
“Forward bookings are just as strong and we are already 
full for half term in October and filling up fast for Bonfire 
Night, New Year’s Eve, Easter and August next year.
“Sixty-five per cent are rebooking before they leave. One 
of the things that has surprised us most is the demand 
for activities. We had no idea just how popular they 
would be – our record to date is 220 children in one day 
and we had 60 children on the lake raft building and 
problem solving.”

Whilst most people 
in the country have 
been enjoying 
their summer 
holidays, Cooper 
Green Pooks 
have kept their 
doors fully open 
in order to cope 
with an increased 
demand from 
those leasing in 
both the retail and 
industrial sectors of 
Shrewsbury.

20, St Marys Street attracted a large amount of interest and 
has been let to Pretty Box Pink, an established business 
which has moved from their previous location on Wyle Cop. 
Moving down to Wyle Cop, number 68 is now under offer 
after a very short marketing period with the new occupier 
keen to catch the Christmas trade. At 31, Castle Street, the 
Owl & the Broomstick has relocated from Welshpool and 
will be very popular in the run up to Halloween!
Some may have noticed the re-painting at 9-10 Milk Street, 
where ‘Fifi’ is now open offering an eclectic mix of old and new 
decorative items for the home with brands such as Bombay 

Duck, Biggie Best and The Satchville Gift Company. Some 
of the items will be handmade, while there are plans for 
furniture painting workshops to be offered. With Cote 
Brasserie already popular with the locals, The Square 
welcomes its latest retail addition, with the former Jaeger 
unit (9 the Square) now let to Outdoor & Country trading as 
Barbour, the shop will stock a full range of Barbour clothing 
and accessories.
Peter Richardsons Estates (estate agents), have continued 
the trend set by Hatchers Solicitors and Roger Parry & 
Partners, in moving over the Welsh Bridge. They have 
relocated to 126, Frankwell whilst the other part of this 
attractive period building with half-timbered elevations is 
now under offer (127, Frankwell). Just around the corner at 
106 –107, Frankwell another retail unit is under offer and 
due to complete soon, this will offer a new type of business 
for the area. Another suburban unit has now been let over 
at 122, Longden Coleham, the visible corner of Longden 
Road and Greyfriars Bridge. The new tenant is Fade Inn 
Barber Shop looking to service the area.
It’s not just in retail where Cooper Green Pooks have been 
busy over July and August. The vast lack of supply of 
industrial and storage units within Shrewsbury has led to 
a flurry of activity at Greenwood Court in Harlescott. The 
most recent lettings have been to PG Carpentry, JS Couriers 
and Organic Energy.

Members’ news

BUSY SUMMER FOR COOPER GREEN POOKS!
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Law firm warns of 
changes to Powers 
of attorney laws
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Join the Marches Growth Hub Shropshire and 
representatives from the Rural Payments Agency on 
Tuesday 7th November for an informative workshop 
aimed at businesses and organisations based in 
rural Shropshire who might be eligible to apply for 
funding from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD), administered by DEFRA, and 
other DEFRA Grant Schemes.
The event will include information on the RDPE 
Growth Programme covering funding for business 
development, tourism and food and drink projects. 
There will also be an update on the South Shropshire 
LEADER Programme which provides grants to rural 
businesses for farm diversification, tourism, cultural, 
heritage activities, forestry and other rual services. 
There is also an opportunity to hear more about 
the new AGRI support programme (funded via the 
European Regional Development Fund) which seeks 
to address barriers to growth in the agri-food 
industry by providing innovation support service 
focused on companies involved with agri-tech, food 
manufacturing and logistics. 

AGENDA
           8:30am registration and breakfast
           9:00am onwards  
  •Introductions
 •Defra/RPA presentation(s) on RDPE Growth 
      Programme
 •Shropshire LEADER Programme
 •AGRI - Agri-tech Growth and Resources for  
      Innovation - Aston University 
 •Summary and next steps– outline workshop 
      dates for potential applicants
 •Networking 
           12pm close
To book your place on this event, please register via 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rural-funding-event-
tickets-38284947308. This event is being held at the 
University Centre Shrewsbury at the Guildhall, Frankwell. 

Business based in rural shropshire? find 
out if you’re eligible for DEFRA funding

A law firm is warning changes to powers of attorney laws 
could leave elderly and vulnerable people at risk to financial 
abuse. Solicitors at Lanyon Bowdler in Ludlow have issued the 
warning after the Financial Conduct Authority’s call to turn 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA) fully digital. The proposals 
would remove the need for a physical ‘wet signature’.
Tristan Lewis, of Lanyon Bowdler, said this could lead to a 
drastic increase in cases of financial abuse and has joined 
fellow members of Solicitors for the Elderly in warning 
against proposals to turn the LPA registration process fully 
digital. An LPA is a powerful legal document that allows a 
person to appoint trusted individuals to make important 
decisions about their finances and property on their behalf.
Under the current process, a ‘wet signature’ – the physical 
signing of the document – is required by individuals who 
wish to register an LPA. But in a recent paper the Financial 
Conduct Authority called for a fully digital system, whereby 
documents could be registered completely online. 
Mr Lewis said: “We are extremely concerned by the FCA’s 
push for fully digital powers of attorney. Although we 
welcome initiatives that make LPAs more accessible, the 
security of older and vulnerable people is paramount. Under 
the current system, the FCA’s vision of a secure, end-to-
end digital LPA registration process is simply not possible. 
Removing the requirement of a wet signature has the 
potential to put thousands of people at risk of fraud and 
financial abuse.”


