
www.shrewsburybusiness.com
follow us on Twitter: @shrewsbusiness

title text

Chamber Magazine Issue 2 2017



2  Lorem Sit      Month 00, 00002   Shrewsbury Chamber Magazine    Issue 2 2017

Chairman’s foreword

The Chamber meets our MP  for 
Shrewsbury & Atcham, Daniel 
Kawczynski, regularly to lobby him 
on the issues that matter to us. A 
report on our most recent meeting 
is in this issue of the Magazine, 
but I want to put out a call to 
all our members to get involved 
with this aspect of the Chamber’s 
work.  What do you consider to be 
the most important issue for your 
business – either locally, nationally 
or internationally?

I suspect that, for most businesses, 
Brexit continues to be the under-
lying concern colouring most 
of their decisions. Daniel is well 
known as a Brexiteer, but that 
does not mean that he is not 
open to helping with the more 
detailed issues that will inevitably 
arise. So do you have a particular 
aspect that affects your trading 
relationships? What regulations 
do you need to see incorporated 
in UK law, or what do you believe 
could be relaxed? Do you have 
a potential new trading partner 
in the rest of the world outside 
Europe that you need help with 
courting? Let us know, and we will 
either put the issue to Daniel or 
arrange a one-to-one meeting with 
him.

The North West Relief Road is very 
much back on the agenda, and our 
members are very much in favour 
of it. There is a nearly £1 million 
Case Refresh ongoing as I write. 
We have been lobbying for it for 
some time, and a further public 
consultation is due in October. 
Daniel is very supportive too, but 
the devil is, as ever, in the detail 
– so please let us know what are 
the plans that you are concerned 
about. There is also a concern 
that funding for this project might 
actually be allocated to projects 
in Ireland, in order to bolster the 
Conservative/DUP allegiances. We 
have already raised this, and will 
do so again.  

We are also aware that Shropshire 
Council is proposing to change 
parking policies.  Retailers are 
deeply concerned. The proposals 
for the Country Bus Station are 
controversial - so what do you 
think? Are you affected by the lack 
of money spent on our river? 

I am sure there are lots of other 
government policies that you have 
views on.  Please tell us and we will 
raise them for you.  

Members’ news

... and we need your views!
Members of the Executive Committee of Shrewsbury Business Chamber recently 
met with MP for Shrewsbury & Atcham, Daniel Kawczynski, on your behalf to 
discuss key issues that are impacting and important to Shrewsbury businesses.
As the Executive Committee for Shrewsbury Business Chamber, part of our 
commitment is to ensure that your views are heard by your local MP; and then, as 
a collective body, we can canvass for change on your behalf.
At the last meeting with Daniel, the key topics included the North West Relief 
Road, Brexit, and Broadband and Mobile phone coverage.
We have a follow up meeting scheduled for 15th September, 2017 and are 
really keen to hear your views. What are the key issues you would like the 
Executive Committee to raise with Daniel Kawczynski at the next meeting? It is 
very important to us that we fully represent the views of local businesses and 
members of the Chamber.
Please come back to us with any comments by e-mailing  
info@shrewsburybusiness.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 
Sarah Offland, Barclays Bank 
Shrewsbury Business Chamber Executive Committee

Post-brexit: 
lobbying our MP...

Val Edwards, Partner
Hatchers Solicitors LLP

11 Mardol Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1PY
Tel: 01743 231080 /233234 Email: sales@peakestravelelite.co.uk web: www.peakestravelelite.co.uk

PROUD TO SUPPORT
SHREWSBURY FLOWER SHOW

Winners 2016 & 2017

CALL AND SEE US IN THE QUARRY TO CHAT WITH ONE OF OUR FRIENDLY TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

I am a Dementia Friends Champion in a 
volunteer role, willing to run a Dementia Friends 
Information Session for your company employees. 
I have a prescribed script to follow to ensure 
a consistent message that prompts audience 
participation, with the whole session lasting 
about an hour. It is recommended that there is a 
maximum of 25 people per session. 
If you or your business associates would like to 
request a Dementia Friends Information Session, 
to be held on your premises, please contact me 
at peter.bettis@btopenworld.com.
Best regards,
Peter Bettis 
President, Shrewsbury Business Chamber

Dementia Friends information 
sessions offered
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 New member feature

Shrewsbury Business Chamber has been representing 
businesses in the Shrewsbury area since 1903. As the main 
platform for businesses, membership of the Chamber is 
open to all business types. We recognise that the economy 

is a difficult one so we do our best to keep our fees to 
a minimum, ensuring good value and good services for 
members. For full details of the latest membership rate 
pricing structure, please see our website.

Welcome to our new members...

   ESP Security Solutions Ltd.
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University Centre Shrewsbury 

ESP Security Solutions Ltd  
01743 816 927 

tom@eagle-sp.com 
www.eagle-sp.com

Professor Anna Sutton was appointed the first Provost of University Centre Shrewsbury 
(UCS) in 2015, with the blessing of both the University of Chester (where she was 
Dean of Education and Children’s Services and is now Deputy Vice-Chancellor) 
and Shropshire Council, the institution’s business partner. Anna, a member of the 
Shrewsbury Drapers’ Company, the town’s oldest guild, has a great affinity for the 
town, having spent a lot of time here - both professionally and socially. 
Anna’s background in education has seen her working at all levels; after a position as a 
primary school head teacher, she moved into Higher Education (HE) and teacher training 
in the 1980s. Meanwhile she continued to work on Early Years-related projects. This 
multi-faceted work has enabled her to develop an understanding of the way distinct 
stages in education meld to form a continuum, and, crucially in terms of her leadership 
style, an intimate awareness of the demands upon staff at HE, FE, secondary, primary 
and even pre-primary level. In terms of her vision for UCS, Anna is highly animated 
about the future of this fledgling institution and its prospects for enhancing a county, 
with which she enjoys such enduring links.

University Centre Shrewsbury   
01743 297185  

www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk

The recently rebranded ESP Security Solutions was formed in 2009 by Tom Robinson, 
as Eagle Specialist Protection, with the main aim of changing the industry – as it was 
at the time. Providing a security service tailored specifically to clients’ requirements, 
the company is proud of its departure from the ‘bully boy’ way of thinking that so 
many security firms have adhered to. Working closely with the local authorities, 
including West Mercia Police and Pubwatch, ESP ensures that their core services – 
ranging from door supervision, CCTV, facilities management and event management 
- are as transparent as possible.
Since the rebranding exercise, ESP has also regularly taken on festival and other event 
security across the UK, expanded into retail and site security and worked meticulously 
towards ACS accreditation. They are proud of their highly trained staff, all completing 
a series of internal training modules ensuring that they are friendly and approachable 
to assist, not intimidate. EPS recently provided the security for the Chamber’s Hustings 
networking event, due to the UK’s heightened security levels before the last election.
Call to find out more about their experienced, yet fresh approach to security services.

  WSP UK Ltd. 

WSP UK Ltd. 
01743 273 910 

wsp.com

WSP is one of the world’s leading engineering professional services consulting firms. We are 
technical experts and strategic advisors including engineers, technicians, scientists, architects, 
planners, surveyors and environmental specialists, as well as other design, programme and 
construction management professionals. Equipped with an intimate understanding of local 
intricacies, world-class talent and proactive leadership, we plan, design, manage and engineer 
long lasting and impactful solutions to uniquely complex problems. 
We are locally dedicated with international scale. Our technical experts are currently involved 
in some the most exciting national infrastructure projects such as HS2, Crossrail and Smart 
Motorways, but also locally in Shrewsbury, providing acoustic and groundwater consultancy 
services to a number of local developers and architects.
WSP has had a presence in Shrewsbury since 2016 following the acquisition of Schlumberger 
Water Services (previously Water Management Consultants). The team at The Pump House 
on Coton Hill now comprises both Water Services professionals and Acoustic Engineers. A 
recent acquisition of Mouchel Consulting, based at Shirehall, brings additional expertise from 
Highway Engineers under the WSP brand in Shrewsbury.
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A specialist plants centre located at 
award-winning caravan dealership 
Salop Leisure in Shrewsbury has 
become somewhat of a wildlife 
haven. Staff at Love Plants believe 
passionately in gardening in 
harmony with nature, which is 
paying dividends in terms of the 
birds attracted to the centre at 
Emstrey.
Take a blackbird family, for 
example, that has recently 
fledged from a nest in a bulbs 

display. Then there are two robins that have made their 
nests in display structures at the centre. In the past, staff 
have nurtured a nesting goldfinch in a euonymus standard, 
wagtails nesting beneath wooden crates and even a wild 
duck nest in a floral display of bedding plants. 
During the nesting period, staff try to protect the birds’ 
privacy the best they can and have taken shrubs, where 
nests are located, off sale to ensure that the eggs are 
given every chance to hatch. In addition, bees, wasps, 
dragonflies and a many other insects are also welcome 
visitors to Love Plants for their pollinating ability. 
“Birds nest in the most ridiculous places,” said manager 
Tim Robinson. “In spring, you only have to leave a plant 
for 20 minutes and a bird will start to nest in it!”

Members’ news

Plant centre haven 
for nesting birds

We are a Chartered Financial Planning 
Firm of Independent Financial Advisers 
in Shrewsbury that provides �nancial 
planning and investment advice in 

Shropshire and Mid Wales. 

www.crownwealthmanagement.co.uk

A great day out 
for all the family.

01743 248545 
www.hatchers.co.uk

Proud sponsors of 
the Lecture Marquee

Hatchers trainees 
qualify

Two trainees at 
Hatchers Solicitors have 
qualified, following 
completion of their 
training contracts. 
Jack Latham and Emily 
Cross joined in 2015 
and qualify as Solicitors 
within the business & 

employment law and residential property teams respectively. 
Jack graduated from the University of Warwick in 2010 
with a BA in Law and Sociology and completed his Legal 
Practice Course at BPP Law School. His background is in the 
public sector, having worked in the NHS and Birmingham 
City Council. During his training contract, Jack supported 
the business and employment, commercial property and 
dispute resolution teams. He now specialises in business and 
employment law, providing advice to businesses of all sizes to 
allow them to run more effectively.
Emily studied at Keele University and graduated with an LLB 
in Law. She completed her Legal Practice Course at Chester 
College of Law and later worked as a legal executive in 
residential property for a Chester-based law firm. Emily’s 
training seats at Hatchers included residential property, 
commercial property, family and dispute resolution. She will 
now spend three months supporting the wills and probate 
department before moving back to the Whitchurch office to 
specialise as a residential property Solicitor.
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As we prepare to go to print for this issue of the Shrewsbury 
Business Chamber Magazine, in time for the networking 
breakfast at Shrewsbury Flower Show on Friday, 11th August 
2017, we’re really pleased to learn that, a few days ahead, 
ticket sales have topped the 80 mark - a record! 
This year, we’re lucky to have Nigel Hinton MA FCA, 
manager at iCan and local historian, talk to us during 
our networking breakfast. He is launching his book 
about the Shrewsbury Drapers Company in September, 
and I’m sure we’ll get a sneak 
preview of their fascinating 
history dating back to 1462. 
So far this year members and their 
guests have enjoyed our informal 
networking meetings at our 
favourite location (Origins), where 
we’ve seen presentations and a 
hustings back in May. Our newest 
member, ESP Security Solutions, 
stepped in when the hustings was 

rescheduled (with much reorganising carried out by our 
team) due to security levels being hiked up just before 
the general election.
We had a backstage tour at Theatre Severn, Salop 
Leisure spolied us rotten with their usual fabulous 
barbecue and tour of their new glamping site, 
Love2Stay, and Grainger & Worrall in Bridgnorth 
showed us around their Formula 1 castings facility. We 
still have amazing networking treats in store for the 

rest of the year. In September we 
return to our usual venue for our 
AGM, a presentation from M&S 
and the usual high standard of 
catering we enjoy from Origins. 
With a bonus trip to Caterpillar,  a 
Festive Dinner and others up our 
sleeve, there has never been a 
better time to join the Chamber!

The Editor

Members’ networking

Our networking programme just gets 
better and better...

Our most up-to-date calendar of networking events 
can be found on the events page of our website, 
www.shrewsburybusiness.com. Bookings for all 
events can be made via the links to Eventbrite.

Date Event Venue
8am Friday 11th August 2017 Our increasingly popular Shrewsbury 

Flower Show networking breakfast, 
with speaker Nigel Hinton. Come 
and see the Show bright and early, 

before the general public arrive

Quarry Park, Shrewsbury

6pm Wednesday 20th September 
2017

Networking meeting and buffet, and 
Chamber AGM. The event will also 
feature a presentation from a speaker 

from Marks & Spencer plc

Origins Restaurant, London 
Road

2.30pm Wednesday 27th 
September 2017

Bonus members’ networking meeting 
& tour of Caterpillar Shrewsbury. Be 
sure to include your shoe size when 
booking (safety footwear provided!)

Caterpillar Defence Products, 
Shrewsbury

6pm Wednesday 18th October 
2017

Members’ networking meeting & 
buffet, speaker to be confirmed

Origins Restaurant, London 
Road

6pm Thursday 16th November 
2017

Members’ networking meeting & 
buffet, speaker to be confirmed

Origins Restaurant, London 
Road

Members’ networking event calendar
Booking for most events is free to all members, 
with a small surcharge to cover administration and 
catering for non-members and guests. We look 
forward to meeting you!
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A Shropshire 
college’s 
commercial 
restaurant 
has retained 
its ‘Highly 
Commended’ 
Rosette award 
for another year 
AND been voted 
one of the top 
eight College 

restaurants in the country. Last year, Origins Restaurant 
received a wealth of awards from the AA College Rosettes 
Scheme, such as ‘Gold Accreditation’, ‘Centre of Excellence’ 
status as well as their ‘Highly Commended’ award.
Origins, which opened in 2014, is a state-of-the-art train-
ing facility for Hospitality & Catering students, providing 
the opportunity to work in a professional environment and 
stay ahead of industry trends. Students are led by qualified, 
experienced chefs and front-of-house professionals, and 
learn about the principles of cookery, flavours, food service 
and complimentary wines. Jackie Swan, Curriculum Lead 
for Hospitality & Catering at Shrewsbury College, said: “Our 
students and staff work extremely hard each year and we 
are incredibly proud of their efforts. They have shown their 
professionalism, enthusiasm and talent. Origins’ brilliant 
reputation is down to our students.”

Members’ news

College restaurant 
retains award

A Shropshire 
teacher has been 
cleared of the 
gruesome murder 
of a colleague 
and the real killer 
identified in the 
most dramatic of 
circumstances. 
This is one of the 
biggest stories in 

Shropshire for many years - or it would be if it was true. It 
is in fact the plot acted out by students of Wrekin College 
in Wellington, at a mock trial before a real retired judge.
The case study was created by Holly Edwards and Lucy 
Speed of Lanyon Bowdler Solicitors, who also helped the 
students practice all their roles and provided essential 
guidance to ensure the trial went well. Students played 
the roles of barristers, witnesses, the jury and court 
clerk. Mock trials are designed to give students an 
insight into the legal profession and a taste of what they 
need to achieve if they choose law as a chosen career.
The event was sponsored by Lanyon Bowdler, Morris & 
Co. and Handelsbanken.
Parents, teachers and other students were invited to 
watch proceedings as the trial focused on the gruesome 
murder of teacher Mr John Doe, at Wrekin College, with 
another teacher accused of his murder.

Teacher cleared of 
murder...

BW001915_Shrewsbury_Now Open_Advert_85x132mm.indd   1 04/08/2017   15:00
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Plans underway for 2018 Grand Prix
Organisers of the Shrewsbury Grand Prix have announced 
that their plans for next year’s event will be more 
spectacular than ever.
This year’s event saw thousands of spectators lining 
the street to experience the action-packed event. 
About 350 amateur and professional riders tackled the 
tight, fast-paced 1.5km town centre circuit over seven 
different races. It was the fourth edition of the event 
in the town, and has, for many, become a highlight 
in the cycling racing calendar. The event is hosted by 
Shrewsbury-based Rhino Velo Race Team which is run 
by event organisers Chris Pook, of Estate Agents Cooper 
Green Pooks, and Ben Lawrence, of Beaumont Lawrence 
Chartered Insurance Brokers.
Race organiser Ben Lawrence said: “This 
year’s race was a fantastic event for the 
town. There were around 6,000-7,000 
spectators which was great to see. Not 
only did they cheer on the riders but 
they also helped the town’s economy by 
spending money in our local businesses.”
Mr Lawrence said they have already 
started thinking about next year’s event 
and are weighing up what date to go 
for. He said: “It will be bigger than ever 
and we want to plan more family events 
around the race too. Cycling is such an 
accessible sport and it’s great to see 
everybody wanting to get involved.”
This year’s course was longer than 
previous years by 500m, making it 

1.5km in total, and included a steep climb up Claremont 
Bank. Mr Lawrence said: “Riders told me they really 
enjoyed the course this year. We will be looking at it 
again carefully for next year and may tweak it to keep it 
exciting.”
The event began with the Hatcher’s Solicitors U10/U12 
boys’ and girls’ race and was followed by the U14/U16 
boys’ and girls’ youth race. This was followed by the 
Dyke Yaxley Junior Men’s Race, the Beaumont Lawrence 
Men’s 4th Cat only race, the Flex IT Women’s only race 
and the Cooper Green Pooks Men’s 2/3/4 support race. 
The day finished with the Stan’s Cycles Trek Concept 
Store Elite Men’s race.

Shrewsbury legal 
practice Aaron 
& Partners LLP 
is to throw its 
support behind 
the Shropshire 
Rural Communities 
Charity (RCC) 
for the next 12 
months. The firm 

will provide the charity with a year’s free membership of 
the Shropshire Chamber of Commerce to help it raise its 
profile and engage with the county’s business community.
As a patron of the county’s chamber, the bespoke legal 
practice, based at Oxon Business Park, in Shrewsbury, is 
able to nominate one charity to receive a year’s backing. 
And this year they plumped for the Shropshire RCC, 
which works to make the county a great place to live for 
everyone by combating rural isolation and rural poverty.
Hugh Strickland, a Partner in Aaron & Partners’ corporate 
and commercial team, chairs the RCC, and he saw the 
charity as the perfect fit. “The RCC is a fantastic charity, 
doing great work in many of the communities in which 
we work,” he said. “We felt it was a perfect match for us 
in terms of geography but also because it gives us the 
opportunity to really help disadvantaged people in rural 
areas of Shropshire.”

Members’ news

AARON & PARTNERS 
SUPPORTS CHARITY
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Award-winning 
dealership Salop 
Leisure is responding 
to the booming 
popularity of 
staycationing this 
summer by adding 
premium glamping 
pods, beach huts and 
forest lodges to its 
range of accommodation products. The company, which has 
sales centres in Shrewsbury, Machynlleth and Stourport-on-
Severn, has secured the Willerby Innovations franchise for Mid 
Wales, South Wales and the Midlands.
Paul Shoebridge has joined the company as sales manager 
of its special projects division, recently selling two Willerby 
Bluebell premium glamping pods to Noble Court Holiday 
Park, near Narberth, Pembrokeshire, part of the Celtic Holiday 
Parks group, last month. 
Huw Pendleton, Celtic Holiday Parks’ managing director 
and former chairman of the British Holiday and Home Park 
Association, is in the process of putting the final touches 
to a new development that will offer a premium glamping 
experience. The new £250,000 development, which includes 
three luxury two-storey safari tents with hot tubs and large 
decking areas, the Willerby Bluebell 22’ by 12’ glamping 
pods with decking, glazed areas and hot tubs, are added to 
self-catering holiday homes at Noble Court Holiday Park.

Members’ news

‘Staycationing’ 
increases popularity

Salop Leisure 
heralds a 
network of 
local suppliers 
in the success 
of its new 
Love2stay resort 
in Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire.  
The £4 million 

luxury touring caravan and glamping resort, that 
opened in May, boasted a roster of regional businesses 
in an attempt to support local suppliers.
One of the companies benefitting from Salop Leisure’s 
local business ethos was pipework supplier Pipekit, 
an independent distributor, based in Annscroft, 
Shrewsbury.  Pipekit supplied over 6,000 metres of 
pipework to meet the various requirements of the 
multi-facetted, environmentally friendly site. Working 
alongside local sub contractors, Broad Gas Services and 
Rowlands Groundworks Ltd, Pipekit supplied a range 
of: MDPE, Floplast and Philmac pipework and fittings to 
meet both the water and gas supplies and underground 
drainage on site. Speaking about the project recently, 
Pipekit’s M.D. Martyn Rowlands said: “Watching this 
development evolve has been great from a local 
perspective, but it has been particularly rewarding to 
know that we have played a part. We have supplied 
Salop Leisure previously and it was great to hear they 
were requesting local suppliers, where possible.”

local businesses 
benefit from love2Stay



Shrewsbury Drapers Company 1462 – 2017 
The legacy
A new book written by local historian and master of the 
Shrewsbury Drapers Company 2011-12, Nigel J Hinton 
MA - our speaker at this year’s Flower Show networking 
breakfast - explores the 555-year history of the 
Shrewsbury Drapers Company from its establishment in 
1462 until the present day. 
Originally founded as a guild of The Holy Trinity, it 
became the guild for the wool merchants of Shrewsbury, 
by charter from Edward IV. They built and maintained 
almshouses, and this charitable work has continued to 
today. Now the Company operates as a social housing 
charity on four sites in Shrewsbury, with fifty residents.
The book examines the early wool trade in the Marches 
region and the rise of some of the wool merchants who 
established the Shrewsbury Drapers Company. The wool 
and later the Welsh woollen cloth trade were important 
to the local and national economy as movement of goods 
generated tolls, a key source of revenue for town and Crown. 
The Shrewsbury traders did not restrict their operations 
to the UK; they were active in Europe and used ‘livres’ to 
finance this international trade, functioning as a currency 
similar to bitcoins today.
As middlemen they ruthlessly dominated the trade in the 
Marches region and became the predominant guild of 
the region in the 15th and 16th centuries; they lobbied 
parliament to give them a monopoly and then when this 
did not succeed, they refused to buy wool from the Welsh 
markets. Their wealth enabled them to operate as money 

lenders, bankers and their families invested in the West 
Indies plantations and the development of North America. 
With this predominance came social responsibility; they 
mustered in preparation for the invasion by the Spanish 
Amada and were assigned to be part of Queen Elizabeth’s 
personal guard in the event of invasion. In the 18th 
century the trade declined, and some of the drapers 
found occupation in the new industries in Ironbridge with 
investments in porcelain and ironworks. The town’s Drapers 
Hall is unique as it remains the only town guildhall in the 
hands of the original company. The book concludes with 
chapters on the activities of the modern drapers, including 
relationships with other city guilds. The most important 
work remains housing 
and the story shows how 
a group of determined 
amateurs battled with 
red tape and government 
bureaucracy to plan and 
build 25 new homes for 
residents at Drapers Place, 
in Shrewsbury.
Published by YouCaxton, 
Nigel’s book will be 
launched at Drapers Hall, St 
Mary’s Place on Friday 9th 
September 2017.
For more information, visit 
shrewsburydrapers.org.uk.

An ongoing project 
to maintain and 
preserve the last 
remaining operational 
British Naval coal-
fired steamship to 
have seen service in 
two World Wars is 
being supported by a 
lubricants company, 

which has been oiling the wheels of British industry for nearly 
150 years. Morris Lubricants, one of Europe’s leading oil blenders 
and marketers, was happy to help when The Steam Tug Kerne 
Preservation Society approached the company for oil to keep the 
steamship running smoothly.
The company supplied its Golden Film 220 and 460 
Bearing Oils, formulated to provide the necessary levels of 
friction reduction and wear protection required in bearing 
applications on steam driven equipment. The products resist 
water wash off and have a long service life. Roger Dibnah, 
son of famous late steeplejack and television personality 
Fred Dibnah, has been involved with The Steam Tug Kerne 
Preservation Society for around six years and immediately 
turned to Morris Lubricants when the preservation project 
needed practical support.  He shares a passion for steam 
heritage with Morris Lubricants’ managing director Andrew 
Goddard, whose family own traction engines and steam cars.

Award winners
for a decade

Yarrington, The Depot, Silkmoor, Frankwell, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY3 8LN

t 01743 234910 e info@yarrington.co.uk w yarrington.co.uk      @yarringtonltd

yarrington.co.uk
     @yarringtonltd
#memorableevents

design / digital / events / video

Members’ news

Morris Lubricants 
supports marine 
heritage project
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Chartered Accountants James Holyoak & Parker recently 
appointed Rob Humphreys as a new director and 
shareholder.
Born in Oswestry, Rob graduated from Cardiff University in 
1999 with a degree in Civil & Structural Engineering. After 
being awarded the Michael Groom prize for the highest 
final exam marks in the Shropshire, Staffordshire and 
Wolverhampton district of the ICAEW, he was admitted as a 
Chartered Accountant on 1 January 2004. He has experience 
in a wide range of general practice, from personal tax 
through to the audit of large groups of companies. He 
joined James Holyoak & Parker in September last year, and 
was appointed director and shareholder in April 2017.

Members’ news

JHP appoints new 
director

The annual Shrewsbury River Festival, now in its seventh year, is set to be held in 
the Quarry Park and on the River Severn 10am-5pm on Sunday, 10th September 
2017, instead of its usual first week in September. Already boasting a range of 
entertainment for all the family, the last few trade and food pitches are waiting 
to be snapped up by traders in an event which last year attracted around 7,000 
visitors.
Originally founded by former Shrewsbury Business Chamber chairman 
Graham Galliers, who believed that everyone should enjoy the river, the 
Festival is a great free family day out, promoting river safety to all. It 
offers a range of entertainment including boat and duck races, various 
demonstrations on the river and in the Quarry, coracles, canoeing, trade 

and food stalls, children’s pirate fancy dress and other competitions, as well as live entertainment. It is one of the very 
few events which does not require the Quarry Park to be gated off, with the public being charged for admission.
The organisers are lucky enough to have to have secured the services of the Mayor of Shrewsbury, Cllr Jane Mackenzie, 
who will judge the children’s fancy dress competition and present the prizes. The event is organised by volunteers 
and supported by a number of organisations including Shrewsbury Town Football Club, Salop Leisure, Salop Computer 
Centre, Sabrina Boat, Henshalls Insurance, Team Shrewsbury, Shropshire Fire 
& Rescue, West Mercia Search & Rescue, West Mercia Police and the RNLI, to 
name but a few.
“We’ve some amazing entertainment lined up for the day, all we need is last 
year’s beautiful weather,” said Jane Price, secretary of this year’s festival 
organising committee. “Our raft race, where rafts will be built on the day 
(prepare to see many sink!) will be held in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support; 
everyone can try out coracles only a few days ahead of the Macmillan World 
Championships in the town. I recommend everyone keeping an eye on our 
Facebook and Twitter pages, and visiting www.shrewsburyriverfestival.com 
for the latest news... new sponsors are welcome to help make it even better!”

New date for seventh Shrewsbury 
River Festival

James, Holyoak & Parker
1 Knights Court | Archers Way 

Battlefield Enterprise Park | Shrewsbury | SY1 3GA
Tel: 01743 453933 |email: admin@jhpca.co.uk

With a history dating back some 70 years, when Arthur       
Holyoak first went into practice, our current setup originates 
from 1989 when James Holyoak & Parker came into being. 
Over the years, the firm has continued to grow steadily, and 
now employs around 20 people. We will work proactively 
to establish your individual requirements, and tailor our 

services to meet your exact needs. 
  Our comprehensive range of services includes:

• Income tax planning
• Payroll and VAT 
• Business forecasting

• Inheritance tax planning

• Accountancy
• Audit
• Book keeping



Unsure how Brexit will affect you? seminar 
provides business resource toolkit
Join the Shropshire Growth Hub, Harper Adams 
University and Business Doctors at the Regional Food 
Academy, Harper Adams on Thursday 31st August 
8.30am-12.30pm for an informative and practical 
seminar that will equip you with an essential resource 
toolkit to help your business survive and thrive through 
uncertainity. 
This workshop/seminar, entitled ‘How to prepare your 
rural business to survive and thrive in changing times’ 
will provide you with information that will allow you to:
• Make key business development decisions
• Understand what support is available for your business
• Understand why and how you should be thinking about 
business diversification
• Get insight into how other businesses have coped with 
the pressure of change
The programme will cover: 
The picture so far and what impact Brexit is likely to have 
on rural business communities

Business diversification – how to plan for it and how this 
can drive growth
To the audience –
• What do you think Brexit means for your business?
• What are the opportunities?
• What are the challenges?
• Where are you potentially exposed?
• What can we do to best support you through this?
Business Presentation - Shared experiences from regional 
businesses
Refreshments and networking
You will walk away with a toolkit for Business Growth and, 
being part of this event, you will also get information on 
the research that Shropshire Council is developing on the 
impact of Brexit and how to best prepare.
To book your place on what promises to be a very 
informative and popular event, then please visit www.
eventbrite.co.uk and search for ‘Shropshire Growth Hub’.

Anyone passing by Shrewsbury Business Park, particularly the 
Wenlock Road side, will have noticed the latest additions to Phase 
II - these being the opening of the Park’s retail block, as well as the 
recent opening of Beech House which is the Park’s newest office 
building.
Following the recent lettings within the retail block, Cooper Green 
Pooks are pleased to report that the block has now been sold 
close to the asking price of £1.3 million to a South Wales-based 
family trust who will hold it for long-term investment. The retail 
block, which was developed by Alaska Property Group, was sold 
with the benefit of leases to Co-Operative Food, trading as a 
convenience store and Greggs, the national ‘food on the go’ retailer. 
The occupiers will provide much needed facilities for Shrewsbury 
Business Park - ‘Shropshire’s Premier Office Location’ – serving 
a workforce of about 1,500 people employed by a diverse range 

of concerns. These include Shropshire Council, NHS, Greenhous, Handelsbanken, and professional firms including 
Whittingham Riddell, Brewin Dolphin, FBC Manby Bowdler, etc. 
In other news, Berrys have relocated from Willow House and more than doubled their space, a sign of their intent to 
increase growth and also a sign of their commitment to Shrewsbury Business Park. There is now a real trend for high 
profile tenants such Handelsbanken, FBC Manby Bowdler and Pure Telecoms etc., relocating within the Park which 
is testament to its tag of being the best office park in the county. There are now further plans for development and 
Alaska, together with their agents, are currently working up plans for additional office space on the Park for sizes from 
about 300 sq m up to about 2,500 sq m.
As well as the recent successful sales there have been some notable lettings particularly on the Professional Quarter 
with Guestline and DB Roberts expanding and taking additional space. Galliers Homes have also combined their town 
centre office and part of their Cannock office - all under one roof, at Willow House East.

Members’ news

Growth Continues at Shrewsbury Business 
Park 
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Members of Shrewsbury Business Chamber are becoming 
increasingly concerned about changes to parking charges 
in the town centre, that they believe will adversely affect 
businesses in the town. Under proposals being considered 
by Shropshire Council, some Shrewsbury parking charges 
would increase, on-street parking allowances would be 
changed and Shrewsbury’s Raven Meadows car park would 
be open 24 hours a day. The council’s argument is that the 
2012 parking strategy currently in place is much outdated, 
and needs to be replaced.
The changes would mean that parking charges in car 
parks would standardise across Shropshire, and on-street 
parking fees would increase - in Shrewsbury the latter 
would be hiked up from £1.60 to £2.50 per hour. Motorists 
currently park free of charge on-street 6pm-8am across 
the county, in designated bays, but this is proposed to 
change to 8pm-9am. Shropshire Council is also proposing 
the implementation of pricing bands across its 78 car 
parks. The ‘pop and shop’ scheme, currently allowing free 
on-street parking for a maximum of 25 minutes, would 
be eliminated, providing for only ten minutes for urgent 
visits. Charges for weekly and season tickets would stay 
the same, although residents’ parking permits are set 
to increase from £50 to £100 pa, with fees for coach 
and HGV parking, and the car parking waiver system for 

tradesmen working at town centre properties, also changing. 
Shrewsbury Business Improvement District (BID) has come 
up with an action plan commencing with a draft survey, 
with social media engagement, by mid-August. They intend 
to commission external research by this date, followed by 
a call to action for members and an event organised in 
partnership with the town council in September. 
“The BID and Shrewsbury Town Council have done some really 
positive work on parking and access in the last few years 
to try to encourage people to come into Shrewsbury town 
centre instead of Telford, shopping online or visiting a local 
retail park,” says Dilwyn Jones, Chamber member, Director of 
Shrewsbury Tourism and owner of Sabrina Boat. “£1 parking on 
Sundays is really starting to work on a day which has struggled 
in terms of footfall. Free after 6pm has really helped our night 
time economy, free coach parking has helped our numbers 
grow from 40 to 220 coaches a year. With this new parking 
proposal we are likely to undo all this good work. We are also 
certain to lose our coach friendly town status... we need every 
business to go online and voice their opinion!”
There is limited time to have YOUR say on the four 
individual sections, or the entire consultation. You can do 
this by clicking on the four section links on: https://new.
shropshire.gov.uk/parking/parking-strategy-consultation.

Members’ news

Call to action for town parking 
proposals...

Rural England are inviting owners and managers from 
rural-based businesses across the UK to take part in a 
quick survey about digital take-up and opportunities as 
part of their research into unlocking the digital potential of 
the UK’s rural areas. Digital connectivity, mobile working, 
Skype meetings and e-commerce have become the norm 
for many businesses and are hugely important to their 
efficiency and productivity. The research explores how 
rural-based businesses currently use digital (online IT and 
communications), how important it is to their business 
model, what constraints they face with digital uptake and 
what economic benefits could accrue if those constraints 
were overcome.
Responses will be accepted up to 1st September 2017 
and will be treated in confidence. Rural England wants to 
hear from businesses in all sectors, of all sizes, of all types 
(from PLCs to social enterprises) and of all ages (from 
start-ups to long established firms).  This is a hugely 
important topic for the future of the rural economy and 
its varied businesses. Whether you run a farm, a tech 
company, a retail outlet or something else entirely, they 
need to hear from you. Whether you’ve always worked in 
a rural area or have recently moved there, your views are 
just as relevant. Thank you (in advance) for completing the 
survey, and do please pass it on to other rural businesses 
across the UK that you know.
The survey can be accessed using the following link: 
https://ruralengland.org/unlocking-the-digital-potential-
of-rural-areas-research. 


